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AMERICAN SOCIETY OF PLANNING OFFICIALS 


Let’s Get the Record Straight 


A man who should know better (he 
is a professional in public administra- 
tion) said to me, “I'd like to know 
what you planners mean, locating 
schools the way you do! Why, the 
other day, I saw a new high school 
going up at the most congested traffic 
corner’in the whole area! Why...” 

Let’s get the record straight. 

According to Statistical Abstract 
of the United States, there were 17,- 
167 municipalities in the United 
States in 1957. Of these, 1,378 had 
populations of more than 10,000, and 
1,181 had populations between 5,000 
and 10,000. There is no accurate 
count of plan commissions in these 
2.559 cities and villages, but it would 
probably be about 2,000, with per- 
haps 300 having one or more full-time 
staff members, and another 300 listing 
a planning technician who doubles as 
traffic engineer, building inspector, 
city engineer, or at some other post. 


CONTRAST THIs possible 2,000 cities 
with plan commissions and 300 cities 
with professional planners with the 
school districts of the nation. In 1957 
there were 50,457 school districts in 
the United States. I should be aston- 
ished if as much as one per cent of 
those school districts paid any heed 
whatsoever to the common sense prin- 
ciples of comprehensive planning or 
employed the services of a qualified 
technical city planner. 

In short, over the nation as a whole. 
city planners and plan commissions 
are conspicuously absent from school 
planning. 

This is not written to snipe at 
school districts nor to pretend that 
all planners and planning are ignor- 
ing and being ignored by school dis- 
tricts. What I am getting at is a grow- 
ing tendency to point at planners 


(once you have admitted they exist) 
as the villains behind every stupid 
public urban development project. 


PERHAPS THE MOST conspicuous 
bonehead projects nowadays being 
blamed on planners are some of the 
peculiarly placed thoroughfares and 
interchanges that we are getting and 
will continue to get under the speeded 
up highway program. In a number of 
places planners have been able to 
work with highway engineers to get 
some consideration of the countryside 
to accompany decisions on road or 
interchange locations. If the people 
still do not like it, they can snipe at 
the planners in these instances. But in 
any given case of citizen unhappiness 
with thoroughfare location, it is ten 
to one that a city planner or plan com- 
mission had nothing to do with it. 

A most unkind cut at planners was 
taken by Alfred LaGasse, executive 
secretary of the American Institute of 
Park Executives. In his Parks and 
Recreation magazine for May 1958 
he wrote an article that he labeled, 

“City Planners—A_ Park’s Worst 
Enemy.” Mr. LaGasse is particularly 
unhappy about the diversion of park 
land. He writes: 

“Park land is lost to the simple ex- 
pediency of providing land for hos- 
pitals, libraries, federal housing. 
armories, schools, museums, art gal- 
leries, auditoriums, new industry (and 
old), and to the biggest land hogs of 
all—public parking and roadways.” 

With a fine, all-inclusive gesture. 
he blames this on “city planners.” He 
goes on to say: 

“Let’s not be too hard on city plan- 
ners. Some are quite good and of 
great help, planning with understand- 
ing and vision. We, as park and rec- 
reation planners, are specialists and 
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should lead in all planning affecting 
the land. By the same token, city 
planners tend to specialize. They must 
be told our needs and be made aware 
of the folly of recommending that 
park land be taken for nonconforming 
uses. Do not leave it up to the city 
planner or the plan commission — the 
primary responsibility falls to the 
park and recreation executive.” 

But Mr. LaGasse is uninformed. 
He should know the stated policy of 
the Regional Plan Association of New 
York which can pretty well stand as 
the policy of all planners — at least 
of all those I know: 

“A. In general [existing park] 
lands should not be appropriated for 
any other purpose. 

“B. When the location of such 
lands is uniquely suitable for ur- 
gently needed alternative uses . . . 
the land should be surrendered only 
in exchange for equivalent lands. . . .” 


| HEAR PLANNERS get blamed for all 
sorts of monstrosities: misplaced con- 
vention halls, air pollution, mass 
produced shotgun residences, crowd- 
ed private swimming pools, bad pub- 
lic housing, juvenile delinquency, 
garbage dumps, bankrupt shopping 
centers. 

Maybe we should be thrilled. May- 
be this means we have arrived. I 
think, however, that we will make 
enough mistakes of our own on which 
we can be justifiably called. We have 
no need to shoulder the blame for the 
mistakes of others. We should state 
in loud, clear voices that a large num- 
ber of boo-boos—avoidable ones, at 
that — are the doings of outfits that 
can not be bothered to use planners 
or plan commissions. 

We should get the record straight. 
(DOH) 
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Block Statistics 

Block statistics in the 1960 census 
for cities under 50,000 population 
will not be available unless arrange- 
ments are made with the Bureau of 
the Census before September 30. 
1958, the Urban Renewal Adminis- 
tration warns. 

For such a city to get block statis- 
tics in the 1960 census, an authorized 
city official must apply to the director 
of the Bureau of the Census. Wash- 
ington 25, before the deadline. 

Fees for the statistics wil! range 
from $500 for cities under 10.000 
population to $2.750 for cities from 
45.000 through 49,999. If the actual 
population count for a_ requesting 
city exceeds 50,000 in the official 
1960 census, no charge will be made 
and the deposited fee will be refund- 
ed. Additional charges will be made 
if the 1960 census shows that a city 
is in a larger size group than that 
upon which the original deposit was 
made. Conversely, a refund will be 
made if the census shows the city to 
be in a smaller size group than that 
upon which the payment was based. 


Planning, Renewal Laws 

The 1958 Mississippi legislature 
authorized the State Agricultural and 
Industrial Board to prepare a gen- 
eral plan for the state and provide 
planning assistance to municipalities 
and to regional planning agencies. 

It also made Mississippi the 39th 
state to have a redevelopment or re- 
newal enabling act when it passed 
such a law in the 1958 session. 
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Coming Conferences 


The NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF 
Housing AND REDEVELOPMENT OFFI- 
CIALS will hold its 25th annual confer- 
ence in San Francisco October 12 
through 15. Theme of the meeting is 
“A Long Look Ahead—The Next Ten 
Years in Housing and Urban Renew- 
al.” Of special interest to planners 
will be the general session, “Local and 
Metropolitan Government Ten Years 
from Today.” Representative Albert 
Rains of Alabama, Mayor George 
Christopher of San Francisco, and 
Paul Ylvisaker of the Ford Founda- 
tion are to be among the speakers at 
that session. 


“Planning in a Period of Change” 
is the subject for the AMERICAN IN- 
STITUTE OF PLANNERS 41st annual 
meeting in New York October 26 
through 30. Headquarters are the 
Hotel New Yorker. Paul Ylvisaker 
of the Ford Foundation and John 
Ivey, executive vice-president of New 
York University. are to be among 
the principal speakers. Also on the 
program are 16 workshops, six panel 
discussions, business and special ses- 
sions. 


The FLoripa PLANNING AND ZONING 
\ssOcIATION has changed the dates 
of its annual conference to Novembet 


6 through 8. The meeting is to be 


held in Lakeland (see August NEws- 
LETTER, page 66). 


The ComMMUNITY PLANNING As- 
SOCIATION OF CANADA will hold its 
1958 national conference at the King 
Edward Sheraton Hotel in Toronto 
September 21 to 24. “Building the 
Regional City” is the theme of the 
meeting. 


An all-day conference on planning 
and zoning in the New Jersey-New 
York-Connecticut metropolitan region 
is scheduled by the RecionaL PLAN 
AssociATION for October 8. Sessions 
will be held at the Hotel Roosevelt in 
New York. 


“The Rapid Urbanization of Amer- 
ica—Challenges to Safety” is the sub- 
ject of a session at the NATIONAL 
SaFety ConcGrEss in Chicago in late 
October. Emphasis will not be on 
technical discussions of safety but on 
safety as a part of modern living in 
an urbanized society. 


A national conference on air pol- 
lution will be held November 18-20 
at the Sheraton-Park Hotel in Wash- 
ington, D. C. It is to be sponsored by 
the Pustic HEALTH Service of the 
Department of Health. Education. and 


Welfare. 





Relocation in New York 


WHERE THE RELOCATED FAMILIES MOVED 


TOTAL 1,626 FAMILIES 


When Morningside Gardens, 972- 
apartment cooperative, was built as 
part of the Morningside Heights re- 
development project in New York. 
1,626 families had to move to clear 
the site. How the relocation was ac- 
complished, what the problems were. 
and where those families moved to is 


reported on by Morningside Heights. 
Inc., in Relocation: Critical Phase of 
Redevelopment (see December 1957 
NEWSLETTER, page 104). The illus- 
tration shows that 57 per cent of the 
families stayed in Manhattan and of 
those, 23 per cent stayed in Washing: 
ton Heights in the immediate area. 
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Residents of Lucas County, Ouro. 
in which Toledo is located. will vote 
in November on whether to elect a 
commission to draft a home rule char- 
ter for the metropolitan county. The 
election will cover two points: (1) 
should a county charter commission 
be chosen; (2) election of 15 charter 
commissioners who would serve if the 
first question receives a majority vote. 

If elected, the charter commission 
would have ten months in which to 
study the county government ‘and to 
draft a home rule charter proposal. 
The charter would be submitted to 
voters of the county in November 
1959. 


NASHVILLE AND Davipson County 
residents, in a June 17 election, voted 
down a proposal for a charter per- 
mitting metropolitan government, in- 
cluding a metropolitan planning com- 
mission. But those who still want to 
see the proposal for metropolitan gov- 
ernment approved are sporting “flor- 
escent-glo” illuminated stickers on 
their car bumpers (see illustration 
right). The expectation is that the 
proposal will again go to a vote. 


In Virernta, legislation that would 
have made it possible for counties that 
are a part of a standard metropolitan 
area to form metropolitan govern- 
ments has been referred to an advis- 
ory legislative council. The bill would 
permit a county to adopt a metropoli- 
ian form of government after voter 
approval by a referendum. The resi- 
dents of each town would also have 
to vote on whether they would dis- 
solve their town government and be- 
come a district of the metropolitan 
county. It is expected that the bill 
will be reintroduced in the next ses- 
sion of the legislature in 1960. 

Fairfax County, a part of the 
Washington, D. C. metropolitan area. 
has. through its board of supervisors. 
already approved the proposed legis- 
lation. Basis for the proposal is a 
Public Administration Service study 
of that county. 


\ 2l-member metropolitan govern- 
ment committee has been appointed 
by the Sacramento County, CALt- 
FORNIA board of supervisors and the 
councils of the county’s five incor- 
porated cities to study and present 
recommendations on a proposal for 
county-wide governmental reorganiza- 
tion. The new committee succeeds 
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Moves Toward Metropolitan Government 


the Sacramento metropolitan area ad- 
visory committee. 


In the JACKSON, MICHIGAN area a 
study of metropolitan needs, including 
those in Summit, Blackman, and 
Leoni townships, as well as the city 
of Jackson, is under way. 

The mayor of Jackson and the su- 
pervisors of the three townships ap- 
pointed the 12-member executive com- 
mittee. Each member will head up 
a subcommittee on some phase of the 
area's economic. sociological. and 
governmental services problems. The 
Jackson Metropolitan Area Regional 
Planning Commission is coordinating 
and directing the study. 


Meanwhile, the Bureau of the Bud- 
get has revised its definition of what 
constitutes a metropolitan area. The 
criteria now read: 

“1. Each standard metropolitan 
area must include at least: (a) one city 
with 50,000 or more inhabitants, or 
(b) two cities having contiguous 
boundaries and constituting for gen- 
eral economic and social purposes a 
single community with a combined 
population of at least 50,000, the 
smaller of which must have a popula- 
tion of at least 15,000. 

“2. If two or more adjacent coun- 
ties each have a city of 50,000 or 
more (or twin cities, such as under 
lb) and the cities are within 20 
miles of each other (city limits to 
city limits), they will be included in 
the same standard metropolitan area. 
unless there is definite evidence that 
the two cities do not meet the criteria 
for economic and social integration.” 

Criteria of “metropolitan character” 
include: “At least 75 per cent of the 
labor force of the county must be in 
the nonagricultural labor force.” 

Counties must also meet the follow- 
ing requirements: 

“a. 50 per cent or more of its popu- 
lation must live in contiguous minor 
civil divisions with a density of at 
least 150 persons per square mile, in 
an unbroken chain of minor civil di- 
visions with such density radiating 
from a central city in the standard 
metropolitan area. 

“bh. The number of nonagricultural 
workers employed in the county must 
equal at least 10 per cent of the num- 
ber of nonagricultural workers em- 
ployed in the county containing the 
largest city in the standard metro- 
politan area, or be the place of em- 


























































































ployment of 10,000 nonagricultural 
workers. 

“c. The nonagricultural labor force 
living in the county must equal at 
least 10 per cent of the number of 
nonagricultural labor force living in 
the county containing the largest city 
in the standard metropolitan area, or 
be the place of residence of a non- 
agricultural labor force of 10,000.” 

For New England, metropolitan 
areas have been defined on a town 
basis, rather than a county basis. 





Architectural Taste 


Taste in architecture can’t be legis- 
lated, Judge C. Conrad Schneider of 
Hackensack, New Jersey has ruled. 

That decision came out of a case 
decided in a superior court involving 
two amendments to the borough of 
Rockleigh’s zoning ordinance. One 
of the amendments says that any new 
or remodeled structure must conform 
to existing architectural styles and 
that the plans must be approved by 
the planning board and the mayor 
and the borough council. The other 
amendment permits Dutch colonial 
roofs, but in the words of the amend- 
ment. “abhors the modern flat roof.” 
Rockleigh, which has a population of 
150, has 37 houses, about 30 of which 
are 50 or more years old. Their 
architecture is Dutch colonial, early 
American, Victorian, or farmhouse 
American, according to the New York 
Times. 

Plaintiffs in the case wanted to 
build a modern house and filed build- 
ing plans for it. But in spite of the 
fact that the zoning amendments were 
passed after the house plans were 
filed, plaintiffs were not issued a 
building permit. 

Judge Schneider ordered the build- 


ing permit issued. 
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DENVER now has an “industrial mo- 
tel.” located in an outlying industrial 
district, which is used almost exclus- 
ively by nearby industries. Few of 
the motel’s patrons are tourists. The 
industrial firms retain the rooms on 
a long-term basis to house sales repre- 
sentatives and other people in town 
on business with the firms. 


ILLINOIS established its first tri- 
county planning commission during 
the past year, and assistance from the 
University of Illinois Bureau of Com- 
munity Planning to 118 communities 
led to establishment of new planning 
agencies in 13 areas. Eight of the 
commissions have programs under 
way and five are awaiting funds to 
proceed. according to the bureau. 
The three-county planning commis- 
sion was organized in Peoria, Wood- 
ford, and Tazewell counties. 


LONGER AND WIDER CARS have 
caused the average parking lot to lose 
the use of 15 per cent of its parking 
space in the last ten years, according 
to the Metropolitan Regional Confer- 
ence in New York. Prewar garages 
have lost the use of 40 per cent of 
their parking space for the same 
reason. 


FEDERAL AID TO PLANNING, author- 
ized under Section 701 of the Hous- 
ing Act of 1954 had at the end of 
June been approved for 715 small 
communities in 28 states for a total 
of $3,616,833. Planning projects in 
metropolitan areas, urban regions, 
disaster and other special areas had 
been approved in 52 cases in 22 states 


for a total of $2.154.646. 


“Do Not Be Intimidated — Don’t 
Move,” residential and business ten- 
ants of the 13-block Lincoln Square 
redevelopment project in NEw YorRK 
were advised in leaflets distributed to 
them recently. The project has been 
a source of controversy for some time. 
primarily because of relocation prob- 
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lems (see December 1957 NEWSLET- 
TER, page 98). The Lincoln Square 
Chamber of Commerce and the Lin- 
coln Square Tenants League, spon- 
sors of the leaflet. said the start of 
demolition in the project area was 
“psychological warfare” to frighten 
tenants into moving while legality of 
the project was still at issue at court. 
The leaflet indicated that further legal 
action might delay evictions for six 
months or more. 


A check of zoninG CASES decided 
by the Michigan Supreme Court dur- 
ing the past nine years shows that 
approximately as many were decided 
in the three years 1955, 1956. and 
1957 as were decided in the previous 
six years. In all, the court has ruled 
on 61 zoning cases in the nine years. 


Approximately one out of every 
five persons in the continental United 
States one year or more old changed 
his PLACE OF RESIDENCE between April 
1956 and April 1957, according to 
the Bureau of Census. In April 1957, 
31.8 million persons, or 19.4 per cent 
of the population. were living in dif- 
ferent houses from the ones in which 
they had lived in April 1956. The 
majority of them were living in the 
same county, however. About 10 mil- 
lion of the mobile persons had moved 
between states. 


New Or.EANS has granted a 50- 
year franchise to Monorail of Louisi- 
ana for an aerial rail transportation 
business. It is believed to be the first 
franchise for a monorail company in 
the United States. 





On the Fence? 

On the fence about fences? A lot 
of people are. Some think they 
should be prohibited entirely in resi- 
dential areas; others think they 
should be permitted if they are regu- 
lated reasonably well. 

Fences, the PLANNING ADVISORY 
SERVICE Information Report for Au- 
gust (No. 113), gives subscribers up- 





to-date information on the problem, 
In it municipal control of fences 
through zoning and other regulations 
is discussed. Regulation of location. 
height. vision clearance. and materials 
are covered, as well as “spite” fences, 
hedges. and retaining walls. The in- 
creasing use of fences, walls. and 
planting to give privacy to “outdoor 
rooms” makes fences a timely topic. 
PLANNING ADVISORY SERVICE is an 
ASPO service that not only provides 
monthly reports on topics of import- 
ance to planners, but also gives sub- 
scribers individual research service 
on their own planning problems. 
Rates will be given upon request. 








through a consent petition? 


in an Illinois case. 





Interest and Variety in ZD 


It would be hard to find an issue of Zoninc Dicest of greater inter- 
est or with more variety in decisions than the August issue. In that 
issue of the only monthly summary of all zoning cases that reach 
appellate courts 30 recent decisions are reviewed. 

In New Jersey the Supreme Court held that apartment houses may 
be prohibited in a community. The highest court in Maryland held 
that the zoning commissioner of Baltimore County does not have unlim- 
ited powers, and that the legislative body may disapprove his recom- 
mendations. Under an Illinois court decision a nonconforming rooming 
house may apparently be eliminated. 

Do property owners have a right to determine the nature of zoning 
The answer is obviously “no” but 
apparently the answer must be reiterated from time to time, as it was 


An important quarry case finally reached the highest court in New 
York, and is reviewed in the August issue. And from Missouri, which 
has comparatively few zoning cases, is a decision that a comprehensive 
plan determines the validity of zoning. 

Rates for Zontnc Dicest will be given by ASPO upon request. 
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Biography Offered 


ASPO this month is offering an- 
other book at a reduced rate to mem- 
hers—The Life and Times of Baron 
Haussmann—reviewed below. It is 
the 21st book the Society has offered 
to members in the last two years. 

The price to ASPO members is 
$4.50; the retail price $5. Postage 
and handling will be paid by ASPO 
on orders accompanied by an advance 
payment or purchase order. 

t tt a 


The Life and Times of Baron 
Haussman. J. M. and Brian Chapman. 
The Macmillan Company. Available 
from ASPO, 1313 East 60th Street. 
Chicago 37. 1957. 262 pp.. illus. 
$4.50 to members; $5 to others. 

A biography (the first in English) 
of a “director of public works” who. 
under Napoleon III, laid down great 
tree-lined boulevards, a modern sewer 
system. and public squares and parks. 
He imposed a street pattern on Paris 
that still dominates the city and gives 
it much of its classic style. which is 
so appealing to American tourists. 
Haussmann has been criticized for 
indiscriminate destruction of gardens 
and historic buildings and neighbor- 
hoods to make way for the network 
of avenues. Readers will find paral- 
lels between the Paris of Haussmann’s 
time and the cities of our own day. 


(MM) 


Air Pollution Control 


In the first ten years of the Los 
Angeles countywide air pollution con- 
trol program, industry spent $60 mil- 
lion for control devices, the Los 
Argeles County Air Pollution Control 
District reported in June. 

The devices, paid for by industry, 
have cut air pollution by 2,000 tons 
a day, which, the control district re- 
port says, is enough that if pressed 
into common building bricks and laid 
end to end, a year’s accumulation 
would reach twice around the earth. 

In the first nine years of the pro- 
gram an estimated $72,770,000 was 
the total bill for clean air in Los 
Angeles County, the control district 
says. Industry has spent $50 million. 
the control district $10,320,000, and 
agencies engaged in research another 
$12,450,000. 

Air pollution research on auto ex- 
haust control was conducted at Cali- 
fornia Institute of Technology. Stan- 
ford Research Institute, the Univer- 
sity of California at Los Angeles. 
and the Los Angeles County control 
district itself. The University of 
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Population and Water Supply—1970 


| POPULATION INCREASE, 1955-1970 


| Darkest areas represent 
|_greatest per cent of increase 
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The maps above show the distribution of population in 1970, as projected 
by the United States Bureau of the Census, and the areas of extreme and critical 
water shortage, as projected by forecasts from the Department of Commerce 
and geological survey data. The information was compiled by the Population 
Reference Bureau, Washington, for the national health forum held in Phila- 


delphia in March. 





Southern California has been doing 
air pollution research in medical and 
physical sciences; and the oil industry 
made a joint survey of its part in air 
pollution. Still other research was 
going on at the Southern California 
Edison power plant laboratory. 

The number of sources of pollu- 
tion remaining to be controlled are 
few, according to the district, but 
their importance has been magnified. 
Further controls must be of motor 
vehicle exhausts, industrial-commer- 
cial solvent emissions, and steam pow- 


er plant operations. 

Meanwhile, New Jersey has put into 
effect this year two air pollution con- 
trol laws. 

One law prohibits fly ash to be dis- 
charged from any stack or chimney 
into the open air in excess of certain 
permitted amounts, which are given 
in a scale included in the law. 

The other, a smoke control law. 
uses the Ringelmann smoke chart as 
its standard, prohibiting, with certain 
exceptions, emissions of smoke darker 
than shade 2 on the chart. 
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personals 


KicHarp Burorp, law student at 
the University of Michigan. has been 
named senior community planner on 
the staff of Community Planning As- 
sociates in West Trenton, New Jersey. 


S. Ropert Caso. former director of 
planning in Dover, New Hampshire. 
has been appointed director of plan- 
ning in Manchester. 


Peter M. CervONE has accepted 
the job of assistant planner for the 
Huntington. New York town planning 
board. He was a junior planner 
with the New York city planning 
department. 


KENNETH FE, Ciark. land planning 
consultant in Wisconsin Rapids, has 
been appointed head of the master 
plan section of the Madison. Wiscon- 
sin plan commission. 


KENNETH H. CREVELING has been 
named director of the Division of 
Planning and Development of the 
New Jersey Department of Conserva- 
tion and Economic Development. Mr. 
Creveling, who succeeds THEODORE 
J. LANGAN, is also executive assistant 
to the commissioner of the depart- 
ment and head of the bureau of parks 
and recreation. 


Dennis E. Daye. recent planning 
graduate of the University of North 
Carolina. has joined the staff of the 
Columbia. South Carolina planning 
agency. 


R. C. Eastman, who has been plan- 
ning director in Ann Arbor, Michigan 
for 14 years. will retire September 

8. He will remain in the Ann Arbor 
area. where he will do private con- 
sulting work. 


CHARLEs B. Forp, former director 
of planning in Kalamazoo, Michigan. 
has accepted the position of planning 
director in Decatur, Illinois. 


SHERMAN W. GRISELLE. principal 
planner for the Tulsa Metropolitan 
Area Planning Commission, has been 
named to head up the newly organ- 
ized development plan section, with 
J. Parrick MANHART, associate plan- 
ner, as assistant. DonaLp E. Oscoop 
and Frank W. Oscoop, brothers, are 
new emplovees of the agency. Donald. 
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principal planner, is head of the com- 
prehensive plan section and Frank. 
an associate planner, assists him. 


Ropert Herretz, DALE Montcom- 
ERY. and WILLIAM PLutTe, Jr. have 
joined the staff of the Montgomery 
County. Pennsylvania planning com- 
mission. Mr. Heifetz, a recent plan- 
ning graduate of the University of 
Pennsylvania. has been named senior 
planner: Mr. Montgomery, geography 
graduate. also from the University of 
Pennsylvania, has been appointed 
cartographer; and Mr. Plutte, Penn- 
sylvania State University graduate 
in landscape architecture. has been 
named junior planner. 


Wittiam F. Hoey, Ill has ac- 
cepted a position as assistant planner 
with the Bureau of Municipal Re- 
search and Service at the University 
of Oregon. He was a student in the 
Graduate School of Design at Harvard 
University. 


MELVYN KAPLAN, recent planning 
graduate of New York University, has 
been appointed senior planner for the 
Shenango Valley Regional Planning 
Commission, Sharon. Pennsylvania. 
He has also been working for the Pub- 
lic Housing Administration in New 


York. 


WiiuiaM J. KOCKELMAN. who has 
been serving in the Navy, has ac- 
cepted a position as assistant planner 
with the planning agency in Wau- 
kesha. Wisconsin. 


RicHARD Kososup has been ap- 
pointed an instructor in economics at 
the University of Pennsylvania. He 
has been doing housing studies for 
the Government Consulting Service. 
Institute for State and Local Govern- 
ment. University of Pennsylvania. 


DonaLp LueBBe, formerly of the 
Rockland County, New York planning 
board, has been named western area 
director of the Kentucky Department 
of Economic Development. GatL Gop- 
SEY, assistant planner on the staff, has 
heen promoted to acting eastern area 
director. 


WittiamM M. Lunpserc is the new 
director of planning for DeKalb 
County. Georgia. He was director of 
the Macon-Bibb County Planning and 
Zoning Commission. Macon. Georgia. 


Park H. Martin, Pittsburgh, ASPO 
president from 1955 to 1957 and a 
former member of the board of di- 
rectors. has announced that he will 


retire as executive director of the 
Allegheny Conference on Community 
Development on October 1. Mr. Mar- 
tin has been director of the confer- 
ence since 1945, and formerly was 
chief engineer for the Allegheny 
County Planning Commission and 
director of the Pittsburgh Regional 
Planning Association. He will con- 
tinue as consultant to the conference 
and do other consulting work as well. 


Davin R. McCuctioven. former 
senior city planner for the Toledo- 
Lucas County Plan Commission, has 
accepted the position of city planner 
in Livonia, Michigan. 


THeaporeE H. MIKESELL, instructor 
in the division of housing and plan- 
ning, School of Architecture. Colum- 
bia University, has been named plan- 
ning director in Boulder. Colorado. 


WituiAmM L. Rarsky. Philadelphia 
development coordinator, has been 
appointed to the newly created post of 
director of the redevelopment author- 
ity. The new job is in addition to his 
other city duties. Creation of the 
position and Mr. Rafsky’s appoint- 
ment do not affect the position of ex- 
ecutive director of the redevelopment 
agency. held by Francis J. LaMMer. 


Ciayne J. Ricks, June graduate in 
planning from the University of Cali- 
fornia, has been named senior plan- 
ner for the San Joaquin County, 
California planning commission. He 
has worked for the Salt Lake County 
planning agency. 


FRANK F. STEARNS, director-secre- 
tary of the Miami Planning and 
Zoning Board since it was established 
in 1939, retired in July. He is re- 
maining in Miami and is a candidate 
for the Dade County commission. 
Woopwarp M. Hampton. a member 
of the planning and zoning board for 
the past year, was appointed executive 
secretary of the board, succeeding 
Mr. Stearns. Mr. Hampton has been 
a teacher of government administra- 
tion, 


Wittiam R. Vines. former chief 
area planner for the Tennessee State 
Planning Commission, is the new 
planning director for Sarsota County. 


M. R. Wore. recently promoted 
to professor in urban planning at the 
University of Washington, has been 
awarded a Fulbright grant to do re- 
search and to lecture at the Royal 
Academy of Fine Arts, Copenhagen. 
Denmark, from January to June 1959. 
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Duluth port authority acts. held 
constitutional. 


Visina v. Freeman, Supreme Court 
of Minnesota, April 11, 1958, 89 
\.W 2d 635. 

The Duluth port authority was or- 
ganized in 1930. In anticipation of 
the opening of the Great Lakes-St. 
Lawrence waterway. the Minnesota 
legislature in 1957 adopted three 
separate acts that would. in effect. 
permit reclamation of lands and the 
expansion of the Duluth port by the 
seaway port authority. These acts 
authorized financing by the state. 
county, and city. 

Plaintiff brought this suit. contend- 
ing that the acts were unconstitutional 
and particularly that there was no 
public purpose involved because the 
benefit would be to private interests. 

The Supreme Court upheld the 
constitutionality of the acts, saying 
that the mere fact that some private 
interests may derive incidental bene- 
fits from the activity does not deprive 
it of its public nature if its primary 
purpose is public. 


Off-street parking: special assess- 
ment held valid. 

Kissane v. City of Anchorage, Dis- 
trict Court, Alaska, Third Division. 
Inchorage, March 20, 1958, 159 
F.Supp. 733. 

Plaintiff is the owner of a residence 
n an area zoned as a commercial 
district in the city of Anchorage. Ap- 
proximately half of the structures 
vithin the commercial zone are resi- 
dential. while the other half are used 
for business. 

The city of Anchorage. under au- 
thority of a statute, undertook to ac- 
quire 12 to 14 parking lots, to issue 
bonds to pay for them. and to recap- 
ture the cost of the parking lots 
through a special assessment levied 
against all property within the com- 
mercial district but on a zone system. 

Plaintiff brought this suit to de- 
clare the action unconstitutional and 


September 1958 





to enjoin the city from proceeding 
with the project. 

The federal court held that the city 
was authorized to acquire parking 
lots under its authority to construct 
public works. and that the assessment 
levied was not unconstitutional. 


Subdivision: sewer charge held 
valid. 

Stanco v. Suozzi, Supreme Court, 
Vassau County, Feb. 21, 1958, 171 
V.Y.S.2d 997. 

Plaintiff. in August 1956, submit- 
ted a subdivision plat to the Glen 
Cove planning commission. but no 
action was taken by the commission 
until January 29, 1957, when the plat 
was approved, subject to payment of 
a fee of $500 a housing unit, to be 
used for sewers. Between the two 
dates. the Glen Cove common council 
had passed an ordinance requiring 
such a fee for trunk line extensions. 
lift stations. and the general require- 
ments of an over-all sewer system. 

It appears that the city engineer 
had made a study of the sewer needs 
of the undeveloped area. had esti- 
mated that there would be 2.000 
homes. and that the sewer system 
would cost $1 million. or roughly 
3500 a house. 

The court upheld the validity of 
the ordinance. but held that it could 
not be applied against plaintiff. 


“Tentative approval” of subdivi- 
sion plat interpreted. 

Deerhurst Estates v. Meadow 
Homes, Superior Court of New Jersey. 
May 5, 1958, 141 A.2d 342. 

In June 1954 defendant entered 
into an agreement to convey a num- 
ber of lots to plaintiff. The agree- 
ment to sell contained a warranty: 
“the subdivision as outlined in the 
above mentioned site plan has been 
tentatively approved by the Planning 
Board of East Brunswick Township 
and all other agencies having juris- 
diction over subdivision of lands.” 
The subdivision plat is one that bore 
a 1951 date and showed lots 60 feet 
wide. The 1953 subdivision statute 
is the first New Jersey statute to con- 
tain the phrase “tentative approval.” 
In April 1953 the zoning ordinance 
of the township was amended to re- 
quire a minimum lot area of 15.000 
square feet and a minimum lot width 
of 100 feet. 

The question was whether the plat 
had actually been tentatively ap- 
proved. The court held that the con- 
tract related to the statute of 1953 





and that consequently the subdivision 
had not actually been tentatively ap- 
proved by the East Brunswick Town- 
ship planning board. 


Subdivision: planning board’s au- 
thority to waive hearing must be 
specifically granted. 

Donovan v. New Brunswick, Su- 
perior Court of New Jersey, April 28. 
1958, 141 A.2d 134. 

The planning board of the city of 
New Brunswick. New Jersey ap- 
proved a minor subdivision plat lo- 
cated in an “A” residence district. 
The original plot, 116 by 102 feet. 
was to be divided into two parcels. 
Plaintiffs contend that the approval 
of the planning board violates the 
zoning ordinance and is illegal be- 
cause no public notice of a hearing 
was given. 

The subdivision statute provides 
that a planning board may be em- 
powered by the subdivision ordinance 
to waive full notice and hearing by 
a majority of the board if no new 
street is shown. The subdivision or- 
dinance adopted by the city refers to 
the state statute but does not speci- 
fically grant the power to waive no- 
tice and hearing. 

The court held that the power to 
waive hearing in the approval of plats 
for minor subdivisions must be 
specifically granted to the planning 
board under the terms of a municipal 
ordinance. Since this was not done. 
the court he!d the approval to be in- 


valid, 


Subdivision plat must be acted 
upon within statutory period. 

State ex rel. Callan v. Barg. 
Supreme Court of Wisconsin, April 
8, 1958, 89 N.W.2d 267. 

Mandamus proceedings were com- 
menced to compel the clerk of the 
city of Franklin to certify approval 
of a subdivision plat. The final plat 
had been approved by the state re- 
gional planning department, by the 
state highway commission, and by 
the state board of health. The city 
council had neither approved nor dis- 
approved the plat within the 60-day 
statutory period. 

The court held that petitioner was 
entitled to certification. since the city 
had failed to act within the required 
period. In answer to the city’s claim 
that there was a remedy at law by 
way of an appeal, the court pointed 
out that an appeal may be taken only 
when the city has taken some action 
or has disapproved the plat. 







planners library 


Planning and Community Ap- 
pearance. Edited by Henry Fagin 
and Robert C. Weinberg. Regional 
Plan Association. Inc., 205 East 42nd 
Street. New York 17. 1958. 159 pp.. 
illus. $3.50. 

This, a report of the Joint Commit- 
tee on Design Control of the New 
York chapters of the American Insti- 
tute of Architects and the American 
Institute of Planners, supplies a good 
many things we have needed for quite 
a while. Best of all, it sets up achieve- 
ment of attractive communities as a 
goal to be defined. worked for. and 
even legislated toward. Excerpts from 
architectural control ordinances. here 
and abroad, are supplied. 

There is scarcely a planner in the 
country who will not get new and ex- 
citing ideas from it. There are some 
unfortunate features. however. The 
writers’ enthusiasm leads to phrases 
that may turn down-to-earth readers 
against their mission—“creative sen- 
sitivity,” “liberating the creative well- 
springs of the ultimate designers.” 
“deep understanding of beauty.” to 
mention a few; and the too frequent 
use of the amorphous words “beau- 
tiful” and “esthetic.” 

But more disturbing is the pream- 
ble of the recommended basic ordi- 
nance. which reads in part: “It is 
hereby affirmed as essential munici- 
pal policy that . . . all open spaces, 
buildings. signs, plantings, surfaces. 
and structures which may be seen 
from the public ways are subject to 
the provisions of this ordinance.” 
This means virtually everything. 
doesn’t it? Will any procedure, no 
matter how guarded, diminish in the 
slightest the substance of such a law? 
Gone the right to be ugly—and gone. 
we ask. the right to be incongruous, 
disparate. fanciful, or technological? 
Shall we say farewell to Antonio 
Gaudi, F. L. W.. and Buckminster 
Fuller? 

Seldom does so equivocal a book 
appear on the planning scene. It ad- 
vocates extending the police power 
doctrine to a wider area and chal- 
lenges the reader to examine closely 
its convincing arguments. evidence. 
and appeals. and finally to ask— 
where is it that we are heading? 
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Planning Laws. Housing and 
Home Finance Agency. Superintend- 
ent of Documents. U. S. Government 
Printing Office. Washington 25. 
1958. 77 pp. 70 cents. 

A comparative digest of state stat- 
utes for community, county, regional, 
and state planning through December 
1957. Also covers how such laws re- 
late to housing, urban planning 
assistance, community facilities, and 
urban renewal. This is an up-dating 
of the digest as first published in 
1951. 


The Municipal Viewpoint on 
Civil Defense, 1958. The American 
Municipal Association, 1625 H Street. 
N. W., Washington, D. C. 1958. 85 
pp. $2. 

Compiled from questionnaire re- 
plies from 153 cities in the United 
States: includes references to some 30 
other cities. 


Workshop: Library Cooperation 
on Film Services, Radio, and Tele- 
vision. University of Washington 
Press. 111 Thomson Court. Seattle 
5. 1958. 31 pp. $1. 

Proceedings of the section on 
library administration at the 22nd 
annual institute of government held 
last year. 


Tennessee P-4 Project Comple- 
tion Report. 1958. 46 pp.; Housing 
Survey and Neighborhood Analy- 
sis. Murfreesboro Regional Planning 
Commission. 1958. 17 pp.. maps; 
Neighborhood Analyses and Plan 
for Residential Neighborhood Units 

Clarksville. Tennessee. 1957. 
100 pp., maps, append. $1. All avail- 
able from Tennessee State Planning 
Commission, C1l-121 Cordell Hull 
Building, Nashville. 


Employment Changes in West- 
chester, 1950-1955. County Depart- 
ment of Planning. 914 County Office 
Building, White Plains, New York. 
1958. 19 pp., tables. 


Surveys, Subdivision and Plat- 
ting, and Boundaries. Joshua H. 
Vogel, Ernest H. Campbell, and Wil- 
bur K. Wilson. University of Wash- 
ington Press, Seattle 5. 1958. 175 pp. 
$3. 


Publications listed on this page are available from 
the publishers; the ASPO office does not have copies, 


Planning and Your Community. 
State Bureau of Community Develop- 
ment. Pennsylvania Planning Asso- 
ciation, P. O. Box 5, Harrisburg. 
1958. 75 pp.. illus. $1. 

An attempt to provide a basic un- 
derstanding of the process of com- 
munity planning and the results it 
should produce in a community when 
it is fully utilized. Intended for plan 
commissioners and the general public. 


Report of Alexandria Commu- 
nity Development Committee. De- 
partment of Planning, City Hall, Al- 
exandria, Virginia. 1958. Unpaged. 
illus. 

Report of a 77-member citizens’ 
committee, appointed by the city 
council, that surveyed the city to dis- 
cover its urban renewal and develop- 
ment needs and to outline a course of 
action. Makes a series of recommen- 
dations, including responsibilities of 
the planning agency in the renewal 
program. 


Report on School Age Children 
in the Public School System of 
Carteret, New Jersey. Middlesex 
County Board of Education. Com- 
munity Planning Associates, Ince., 
Consultants, 92A Nassau _ Street, 
Princeton. 1958. 16 pp.._ tables. 
maps. $2. 


A Program for Ten Years. Joint 
Committee for School Construction. 
City Planning Board, 301 City Hall. 
Portland, Maine. 1958. 28 pp. 
append, 


Esterhazy, the Potash Town, 
Plans Its Development. Community 
Planning Branch, Department of Mu- 
nicipal Affairs. Regina, Saskatche- 
wan, Canada. 1958. 64 pp., maps. 
$1.50. 


A Report to the Nation from the 
Tennessee Valley Authority on Its 
First Twenty-Five Years. Tennessee 
Valley Authority, New Sprankle 
Building. Knoxville. 1958. 20 pp. 
illus. 


Physical Geography of the Tri- 
County Area. Tri-County Regional 
Planning Commission. 578 West 
Market Street. Akron 3, Ohio. 1958. 
51 pp.. maps. $2. 
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